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In the Claims: 

Ctafms a-128 (Canceled). 

129. (Currently Amended) A wear assembly for an excavator having a digging edge, 
the wear assembly comprising er> adapter fixed to the excavator, a wear member, and a locl< 
to secure the wear member to the adapter* one of the adapter and wear member having a 
nose and the other of the adapter and wear member having a socket for receiving the nose, 
the nose and the socket each having converging walls converging toward a front end, and 
opposite sidewalls, one of the socket or nose incruding at least one rail extending from a 
sidewall thereof and oriented at the same general inclinatton as one of the converging walls, 
and the other of said socket or nose mciuding at feast one groove Into which the rail is 
receive d, wDerejp tfte socket Is defined bv opposed converging surfaces each extend ing at 
an inclination tothetongitudtnai axrsofJthe socket and bv Side surfaces wherein at least Q fie 
s gjd gide surface includes a lateral surfacej i gtween the converg ing surfaces as a part of the 
at least one groove to engageJtbe_ra iK and wherein each said lateral surface faces tovyard 
one cyPihe converging surfaces and extends generally In the saroft.inQlined_dttei3?o n relative 
to the longftudinal axis as the converglng^surfa ce the lateral surface faces, 

130. (I^^reviousfy Presented) A wear assembly In accordance with claim 129 
further mcludfng one sard rail on each said sidewall of the nose, a flist one of the rails being 
oriented in the same general inclination as one of the converging wall, and a second one of 
the rails being oriented in the same general inclination as the other of the converging walls, 
and the socket Including one said groove for receiving each said ralL 

131. (Previously Pn^sented) A wear assembly in accordance whh claim 129 in 
which the adapter includes the nose, and the vmar member includes the socket 
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132. (Canceled). 

133. (Currently Amended) A wear assembly In accordance with clafm 432 129 In 
which at least one of the side surfaces includes a flank bearing surface to engage_a 
<amptemgn^^ the nose , and the fl ank b earing surface and th at faooo toward a 
difFQfQRt ono of the oonvorglng Gurtbooo than the lateral surface of the same side surface 
face towards different PQnverg in g surfaces to engage a oompl e m e ntary fl a nk of th e r>ose, 

134. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 133 In 
which each flank bearing surface widens as it ertends toward the open end of the socket. 

135. (Currently Amended) A wear assembly in accordance wrth claim 433 129 in 
Which each lateral suri^ce fs uniformly spaced from the converging surface that It faces 
along its length. 

136. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly In accorcfeince with claim 135 
wherein each lateral surface Is at an acute angle in a transverse direction to the converging 
surface ft faces. 

137. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 12d in 
which the socket is defined by opposed converging surfaces each extending at an inclination 
to the longitudinal axis of the socket and side surfiaces, wherein a distal end of the socket 
includes opposed flats extending between the side surfaces to engage comprementary flats 
on the nose, and whei^fn each of the flats extends generally parallel to the longitudinal axis 
of the socket 

138. (Canceled). 

139- (Currently Amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 129 wherein 
the wear member includes the socket, a narrow front end for engaging earthen materlalp 
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and a pair of the grooves f n the socket that diverge from opposite sides of a plane aligned 
with the tongftudfnar axfs of the socket and extending along the narrowed front end. 

140. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with clain> 139 
wherefn the grooves are generally aligned with each other along the plane at the distal end 
of the socket 

141. (Prevtously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 129 in 
which each of the grooves has a subertantially constant width and depth along Its length. 

142. (Previously Presented} A wear assembly In accordance wrth claim 129 
wherein each sakl rait and each said groove is linear. 

143. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly \r> accordance with claim 142 
wherein the grooves and rails are configured to require the wear member to rotate generally 
about its longitudinal axis when Installed and removed from the nose. 

144. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 129 
wherein only one rail is formed on each sidewall of the nose or socket. 

145. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 129 in 
which the socket has a generally Z-shaped cross^ectional configuratton over at least a 
portion of its length. 

146. (Prevtously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 129 in 
which the nose Includes a channel for receiving the lock, wherein the channel and the lock 
each gradually narrows along its length. 

147. (Prevtously Presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 146 In 
which the channel has a closed end and extends only partially across the nose- 
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148. (Previously Presented) A wear assembly In accordance with claim 129 in 
which the wear member is a point with a front digging edge. 

149. (Currently Amended) A wear member for an excavator having a lip with a 
digging edge and a nose fixed to the lip projecting forward from the edge to a front end, the 
wear member comprising converging walls converging to form a narrow front end, sidewalls» 
and a socket defined by converging surfaces of the converging wans and side surfaces of 
the sidewalls, the convergjlng surfaces converging toward the front end, the socket Including 
at least one groove along one of the side surfaces for receiving a rail formed on the nose, 
and the groove being oriented in the same general Inclination as one of the converging 
surface s, whensin at least one said side surface tnctudes a lateral surface between the 
converging suriaces to form nart of the at least one groove to_engage_the-corresponding rail, 
wherein each g^fd lateral surface extends generally in the same inclined dirgctidn retatbg -tp. 
the longitudinal axis of the socket as the convergingsurface thattheJateral 5urtace.fe-C^ - 

150. (Previously Presented) A wear member In accordance with claim 149 
further Including one said groove in each of the side surfeices to receive rails on the nose, a 
first of the grooves being oriented in the same general inclination as one of the converging 
surfaces and a second of the grooves being oriented in the same general inclination as the 
Other of the converging surfaces. 

151. (Canceled). 

162, (Currently Amended) A wear member in accordance with claim -iSi 15Q In 
which at ioact ono each said side surface includes a flank bearing suriace engage a 
comptemenlflrv flank of the nose, and^ t he flank bearing surface and that fboOG tow a fd -a 
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d i fforent one of the oonvorging suriaocG than the lateral surface of the same side fiace 
toward different converging surfaces. 

153. (Prevtously Presented) A wear member in accordance with claim 152 in 
which each flank bearing surface wfdens as it extends rearward to ward the open end and of 

154. (Currently Amended) A wear nriember m accordance with claim 14S in 
which each lateral surfece is uniformly spaced from the converging surlBce that it faces. 

155. (Currently Amended) A wear member m accordance with claim ^t&Sb 149 
wherein each lateral surfiace is at an acute angle in a transverse direction to the convenging 
surface it faces. 

156. (Currently Amended) A wear member In accordance with claim 149 In which 
the wear member has a nan'ow front end and a oarY of the grooves w fthtnJhejsQC ket each 
includto^oj ie said later al surface, wherein the lateral surfaces diverge from opposite sides 
of a plane aligned with the longitudmal axis of the socket and extending along the front end. 

157. (Currently Amended) A wear member in accordance with claim jt4d 
wherein one of the converging surfaces fomns a part of a first of the grooves, and wherein 
the other of the converging surfaces forms a part of a second of the grooves. 

15S. (Previously Pr^ented) A wear member In accordance with claim 149 In 
which a front end of the socket includes opposed flats extending between the sidewalis, 
wherein each of the flats extends generally parallel to the longitudinal axis of the socket 

159. (Previously Presented) A wear member in accordance with claim 149 in 
which the socket has a generally Z-shaped crosMectlonaf configuration over at least a 
portion of its length. 
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160. (Previously Presented) A wear member in accordance with claim 149 
wherein the socket has only one groove on each of the side suifaces for receiving the ralte. 

161. (Previously Presented) A wear member in accordance with claim 149 
wherein the grooves are finear. 

162. (Previously Presented) A wear meml>er in accordance with claim 161 
wherein the groove and rails are configured so as to require the wear member to rotate 
generally about its ton^tudinal axis when installed and removed from the nose. 

163. (Previously Presented) A wear member In accordance with claim 149 in 
which is a point with a front digging edge. 

164. (Previous^ Presented) A method for attaching a wear member to an 
excavator comprising; 

providing a nose fixed to the excavator and projecting fonward from the digging edge to a 
front end, the nose having first and second waHs converging toward the front end, and a pair Of 
opposite sides interconnecting the first and second walls, each said side including a rail, a first 
one of the rails being oriented in the same general inclination as the first wall, end a second one 
of ttie rails being ortented in the same general inclination as the second wall, and each of the 
rails including an outer side face; 

providing a wear member Including a socket having opposite converging surfaces and 
opposite side surfaces; 

placing the wear member over the nose such that the nose is received into the 
socket so that (i) the converging surfaces each engage one the first and second walls of the 
nose, (H) the side surfaces each engage the outer side face of one of the rails, and (iil) the 
nose and wear member collecth/ely define an opening; and 
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inserting a lock into the opening to secure the wear member to the nose. 

165. (Prevtously Presented) A method in accorcJance with claim 164 wherein 
each said rail on the provided nose includes a transverse face generally parallel to one of 
the converging walls, and wherein the wear member Is placed on the nose so that each said 
side surface also engages the transverse face of one of the rails* 

166. (Previously Presented^ A method in acconfance with claim 165 wherein 
the opening has an open end through which the lock Is inserted, the opening narrows In an 
extensfon away from the open end. and a tapered lock is pried into the openfng with a 
leverage tool. 

167. (Previously Presented) A method in accordance wfth claim 164 wherein 
the opening has an open end through whtoh the lock is inserted, the opening narrows in an 
exlenston away from the open end, and a tapered lock is pried into the openfng wfth a 
leverage tool. 
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